
NAC/NEF

Four well qualified members of The Naturist Society Foun-
dation (TNSF) are seeking to fill three available positions 
on the board of directors of the Naturist Action Committee 

(NAC) and the Naturist Education Foundation (NEF). The nine 
board members of NAC and NEF serve three year staggered terms 
so each year three positions come open for election.
 All members of The Naturist Society Foundation are eligible 
to vote in this election, and all are encouraged to do so. Look for 
your ballot included in this issue of N.

What is NAC/NEF?
 NAC and NEF are nonprofit volunteer organizations associ-
ated with TNSF:
	 			•  The Naturist Action Committee-501(c)(4) may lobby 

politically and directs legal, advocacy and public relations 
programs to advance and protect the rights and interests 
of naturists throughout North America.

	 			•		The	 Naturist	 Education	 Foundation-501(c)(3)	 is	 a	
charitable foundation. It’s informational and educational 
programs strengthen the public’s awareness and support 
of naturism.

Why Does NAC/NEF matter?
 NAC’s recent efforts include but are not limited to:
	 			•		Hawaii,	NAC	worked	to	defeat	recently-introduced	state-

wide anti-nudity legislation.
	 			•		Challenges	 include	 regulatory	 setbacks	 at	 Fire	 Island	

National Seashore in New York, Blind Creek Beach in 
Flordia, and Mazo Beach in Wisconsin. NAC continues 
the effort to regain regulatory acceptance for the tradi-
tional clothing-optional use of those sites.

 NEF’s work includes:
	 			•		NEF	 sponsors	 public	 opinion	 surveys	 which	 become	 a	

hallmark for reflecting the acceptance of naturism in the 
U.S.

	 			•		The	 latest	 series	 of	NEF-commissioned	opinion	 surveys	
targets three specific states where naturist issues require 
measuring local public sentiment.

	 			•		NEF continues to operate the Naturist Education Foundation 
Research Library. The Library has a significant collections of 
books, film, video and audio recordings housed adjacent to 
TNSF headquarters in Oshkosh, Wisconsin.

 Each TNSF member is permitted to vote for as many as three 
candidates to fill the available positions. Each of the top three vote 
recipients will earn a three-year term on the boards of NAC and 
NEF.

How to Vote
 Please read and follow the instructions on the ballot enclosed 
in this issue of N magazine. Vote for up to three candidates. 
(Ballots that do not comply with the instructions will be rejected.)
 Mail your ballot to:
	 NAC	Election,	P.O.	Box	132
	 Oshkosh,	WI	54903.
 All	ballots	must	be	postmarked	no	later	than	September	1,	2019.

Then What???
 Validation and counting of the ballots will be conducted by a 
three-person committee appointed by the NAC Secretary.
 All candidates will be advised of the election outcome shortly 
after counting is completed.
 Election results will be announced in N magazine.

Cast Your Ballot in the NAC/NEF 
Election Today!

 This is your opportunity to take a direct and active part 
in the democratic process of defining naturist education and 
political action. Consider the candidates’ statements below, and 
then vote!

James C Dickey
Middleton Wisconsin

 As a lifetime TNS member dedicated to advocating for natur-
ist rights, I’d be honored to continue serving and representing you 
on the NAC/NEF boards.
 My activism officially began in 1991 when NAC developed 
a project that transformed into Friends of Mazo Beach. For over 
30	years	I’ve	worked	successfully	with	lawyers,	law	enforcement,	

TNSF Members
Vote Today!!

CANDIDACY  
STATEMENTS

BALLOTS MUST BE POSTMARKED BY SEPTEMBER 1, 2019



local authorities, state representatives, and DNR staff developing 
workable strategies to protect our naturist rights including attend-
ing legislative meetings and testifying at state levels. I’m presently 
involved in trying to ensure naturist rights are protected in the 
reopening of Mazo Beach.
	 As	 a	 NAC	 board	 member	 since	 2013	 I’ve	 increased	 these	
activist activities as well as tracking legislation in various states and 
regions, fundraising, and addressing numerous member concerns.
 As a NEF board member and NEF Research Library Committee 
member my close proximity to our new library allows for very active 
involvement in its development and ongoing operations.
 As NAC and NEF Secretary and officer for the past 1 ½ years, 
much time has been devoted to the many important duties of the 
position. In addition, much energy has gone toward building a 
stronger internal foundation for the safe and organized keeping of 
our created governance documents.
 Besides attending gatherings/festivals, I travel often getting to 
know members and groups from all over the US and Canada. This 
helps me better understand and represent the diverse concerns of 
more naturists being their eyes/ears/voice.
 With some recent unexpected changes, the NAC and NEF 
boards have been confronting the accompanying challenges with 
strong determination and dedication, and are not only surviving, 
but thriving with a confident, positive outlook on where these 
changes can lead.
 Clearly, the quality of a board lies at the heart of its effective-
ness. Being the longest serving current board member, I can pro-
vide the board important historical perspective. I’m proud of our 
accomplishments to date, but greater success in mission fulfillment 
is dependent upon prime-functioning boards. I strongly agree 
with many TNSF members who have expressed varied concerns, 
and feel it’s imperative that we continue looking inside to review/
evaluate important internal governance issues (board orientation/
training, fundraising strategies, performance reviews, records 
documentation, communications, role clarifications, transparency, 
accountability, succession planning, etc) as we move forward to be 
the best that we can be.
 Please do your part in helping us by first reading the can-
didate statements. Then feel free to ask any questions about the 
workings, accomplishments and goals of NAC and NEF in order 
to help you make an informed decision. Lastly, remember to cast 
and return your ballots by the deadline date. 
 I am here to represent and serve you, and look forward to 
continuing to hear your questions/concerns/ideas. Contact me any 
time at jim.dickey@naturistaction.org or 608-798-1954.

Eugene Stephen Haley
Tallahassee, Florida

 

I grew up in the North Woods of Maine, and I am a lifetime hiker, 
backpacker, canoeist, camper, skin diver, and beachcomber. But 
most of all I am a naturist, and for me doing things naked makes 
everything sparkle! 
 I am a semi-retired librarian at Florida State University, still 
working part-time in our law library. My degrees are in political 
science, library science, and international affairs. I am an Army 
combat veteran, a former massage therapist, an environmentalist, 
and a political activist. 
	 In	 1983	 when	 I	 was	 studying	 for	my	 first	 graduate	 degree	
I was a regular at our local nude lake. Then one sad spring day 
a mixed force of rangers and deputies swept in from two direc-
tions and arrested half a dozen skinny-dippers for no reason at all.  
Something was very wrong, and something very beautiful had just 
been destroyed. 
 So I founded the Tallahassee Bare-Devils, which evolved into 
Tallahassee Naturally. Our club struggled at first, but eventually 
we rented a lovely lake in a nearby town where we prospered for 
three decades. We were unusually successful at attracting college 

James Dickey



students, largely because of our free Moonlight Skinny-dips that 
attracted as many as 74 people, most of them FSU students. We 
also sponsored an authentic Greek Athletic competition that was 
unique in the nation. At various times I served as president, board 
member, and newsletter editor. 
 I have always been totally open about my naturist lifestyle, 
and I was interviewed nude by local TV and published nude in the 
student newspaper. I advocated for nudity at state parks by testify-
ing before a government committee and popping out of the surf 
bare in front of TV cameras at MacArthur Beach State Park. Many 
of my photos have appeared in N over the years, and my writings 
include Maine in the Buff in 14.4, and Why I Go Naked	in	35.1.	I	
have enjoyed nude recreation at naturist gatherings, nudist resorts, 
free beaches, pagan festivals, and most especially at secluded areas 
on public beaches and hiking trails. My special love is bare-hiking 
on the Appalachian Trail. To me every naturist experience is an 
adventure to be treasured forever. 
 I have enjoyed nude recreation all my adult life without ever 
offending anyone. Yet under Florida law I could be imprisoned for a 
year for pursuing this natural and wholesome form of recreation! Our 
laws reflect the puritanical beliefs of yesteryear, and they need to be 
changed to reflect the more reasonable views of modern Americans. 
 My strongest skills are research, writing, editing, and public 
relations. With your help, I would like to put these skills to work 
to help build a future where we can all enjoy the outdoors in our 
natural state just as our forebears did for countless millennia. We 
should all have the freedom to enjoy this wonderful form of recre-
ation without fear of censure or arrest. In my eyes being naked is 
being free, and freedom is worth fighting for.   

Susan Rothberg
Lindenhurst, New York

 I would like your vote for the NAC board. 
	 I	have	been	an	active	naturist	for	24	years	and	have	made	
considerable efforts to bring women into naturism and make 
newcomers feel welcome and comfortable. I was a beach ambas-
sador at Lighthouse beach on Long Island NY and expect to 
be again once we get our beach back and I am confident that 
we will prevail in this fight. I am in the process of organizing 
a beach ambassador program at Gunnison beach. I am also 
actively recruiting people to serve as area representatives who 
share their talents and interests to help the naturist cause.
	 I	 have	been	 attending	gatherings	 and	 festivals	 since	2002	
and	 in	 2018	 was	 fortunate	 enough	 to	 attend	 all	 four	TNSF	
gatherings and festivals. I hold bragging rights as the only one 
who was able to attend all of them. Those who attend the 
Eastern and Western Gatherings, Northeast and midwinter 

Festivals know me from my many workshops.
 I have been published in N and have had an article on the 
closure of Lighthouse beach/body acceptance appear in Newsday 
and the Fire Island News. I have been fighting for the return of 
nude	rights	on	Lighthouse	beach	since	its	closure	in	2012	after	
Superstorm Sandy ravaged our beach. A few months ago an 
AANR representative and I made this a cooperative effort in the 
fight to regain nude use of Lighthouse beach for the thousands 
who called it “home” every warm, sunny weekend.
 I am a tax preparer in Long Island, New York, have run 
several NAC fundraisers and my place is usually naturist-party-
central. Unless I’m running off to a pool party in Maine or New 
Hampshire,	or	to	meet	up	with	friends	in	Albany	for	a	Northern	
Exposure event, a shirt-off-your-back party with Maryland’s 
Potomac Rambling Bares, a few camping weekends and pot luck 
dinners or music festival at Avalon or parts in-between for a party 
with friends. I get in my car, point it in the right direction and 
go and as one friend so aptly put it, I show up with a freighted 
Prius. You can figure on me bringing either a brining turkey or 
baking chocolate baklava. My Nude Year’s eve parties are talked 
about from January until we start planning the next one!

Eugene Stephen Haley



 I have served as a board member of NAC/NEF for three 
years and have been the Treasurer for the past year. I have also 
been	 a	NAC/NEF	area	 representative	 since	2005.	 I	 also	 serve	
on the board and as treasurer of the Folk Music Society of 
Huntington.

Susan Shopiro 
Kissimmee, Florida

 Greetings, fellow naturists!
 My name is Susan Shopiro and I am running to continue 
my position on the NAC/NEF board because I want to help with 
the transition to the new TNS Foundation structure and the new 
NAC/NEF management. I have supported TNS and NAC and 
NEF through the years but now it is time for me to step up and 
commit myself as a board member.
 I am particularly interested in preserving our existing nude 
beaches and breaking down the legal barriers to acquiring new 
ones but also, as a board member, I will work for the interests of all 
naturists, club members or not, to protect non-sexual nudity and  
to provide opportunities for clothing-optional recreation on public 
lands and to promote landed and non-landed naturist clubs.
 As a recently appointed NAC board member I have been 
visiting Florida’s Blind Creek Beach as their NAC representative 
and meeting with officers of the Treasure Coast Naturists to help 
coordinate the efforts of TCN, NAC, and other naturist groups to 
meet the current challenge to the beach’s clothing-optional status.
	 My	 20-year	 career	 background	 in	 education,	 computer	
system development, management, and project leadership, as 
well as my second careers in Physical Therapy and Yoga teaching 
allow me to bring new skills and perspectives to the NAC/NEF 
board. I have additional training in project management and 
team building. 
 For many years I have volunteered at naturist festivals and 
gatherings to make them more comfortable for women. I have 
taught yoga and given workshops on bone health, other health 
topics and naturist travel.
 I live full-time in naturist parks in Florida and New Jersey 
with	my	husband	of	over	25	years,	who	 is	a	 former	NAC/NEF	
board member. At Cypress Cove, our winter home, we are leaders 
and participants in music entertainment for our friends, neigh-
bors and guests. I also teach yoga there as a gift to our community.
 I hope you will give me your vote, and I promise I will work 
to justify your faith in me.  N

Susan Shopiro

Susan Rothberg


